

Town of Mills

April 6, 2011
A meeting of the Mills Town Council was held at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Mills Town Hall at 704 4th St. Present were Mayor Lavering, Councilmen Coleman, Gargiulo,  Herbort and Cogdill.  Councilman Cogdill recorded the meeting.
Mayor Lavering had several items for discussion: Storm Water Management, a raise in Health Insurance premiums, SLIB has 35 million; applications are due by July 2011, Rocky Mountain Power is having an open house at the Parkway from 5:30 to 7:00 tonight, new nominee for Emergency Management Coordinator, a citizen for the MPO Advisory Board, changes in the liquor licenses and business licenses. Mayana Roberg said all the licenses are on a spreadsheet which will be updated monthly. Councilman Cogdill said that building permits must be approved by the council unless the 2002 ordinance has been changed. Shawn Gustafson said he thought it was modified in 2005.
Councilman Herbort said that Kompac , a prohibited business, was established according to the minutes of the March 6, 2002 meeting.  She asked if there had been a variance. Ms. Roberg said if the Council had approved the business it would have been with proper paperwork. Councilman Herbort went on about the disposal of waste from Kompac being buried on the owner’s property.  That property is in the County.  It was suggested the Councilman talk to the County Commissioners and DEQ.
Fire Chief Andy Hentzen asked if Habitat for Humanity was doing structural remodeling.  Building Inspector Justin Achenbach said they were painting, moving shelves and putting in a moveable accordion wall.  Councilman Cogdill asked about outside storage at the business.  There will be none.  Councilman Cogdill also said that according to Town Ordinance all building permits must be approved by the Council.  The question of time delays between application and a meeting of the Council was discussed. So the number
 and dates of Council meetings was discussed. If the council does not pass Ordinance 569 on third reading tonight, a new Ordinance can be drafted to have a work session and two Council meetings per month. The question of Attorney Rob Hand attending both meetings was raised.  It was decided he should. 
Garth Pabst, 4462 Highway Street, presented the Council with packets regarding the zoning of an area bordering Highway Street.  It is zoned Established Business but is mainly residential; 1 business, 26 residences and 1 club.  Because of the zoning a property owner cannot get financing, and sometimes not insurance.  Mr. Pabst gave the Council a sample of a letter that can be used by each property owner as needed for financing, building etc.  Attorney Rob Hand will be asked to review and revise the letter as necessary.

Councilman Herbort asked about progress with the code books.  Town Planner Mayana Roberg said she had not heard from Muni-Code and would call them. Councilman Herbort said the minutes of the January 5, 2010 minutes said there would be a resolution allocating funds for the code book update.  That has not been done.

Police Chief Jerry Endresen said he, Lt Crouch and Sgt Pike would be attending the Administrators Conference in Douglas.

Councilman Garguilo thanked Chief Endresen for the help the police gave when the Bayou Bar was broken into.

Fire Chief Andy Hentzen said the ambulances were being repaired.  He said he had applied for a grant for a new ambulance and had looked into mounting a new box on an old ambulance.  Councilman Cogdill asked why the Fire Department used Hansen Qwik Lube rather the maintenance shop.  Robert “Mac” McPherson Director of Public Works 
said Hansen’s could get the vehicles in an out faster and the cost isn’t more that it would be for the Public Works Department to buy the oil, etc and the labor.  Chief Hentzen said the oil is changed in the ambulances every month.  Councilman Cogdill said she had been told that when the ambulance crews did an out of town transport the Fire Station was left unattended.  Chief Hentzen said when a crew was out of town another was on site.  He also said he needed a siren and was looking for a used one because he has no money in his budget.  Chief Endresen asked if he could buy one and loan it to the Fire Department.
Councilman Herbort asked Code Enforcement Officer Justin Achenbach if he had sent a letter of violation on a property on Dodge St.  She talked about vacant property.  Chief Hentzen said he was going to talk to Attorney Hand about abatement of hazardous property.  Councilman Cogdill asked what happens after condemnation.
Councilman Cogdill asked Chief Endresen about parking on Bison Circle and 7th Ave.  There is no ordinance about parking on those narrow streets and the Chief said he could not enforce covenants.  WLC Engineer Shawn Gustafson said “no parking” was in the subdivision agreement.  Ms. Roberg said the site plans were approved and the Attorney should be consulted about a no parking sign ordinance.  Councilman Cogdill said narrow streets should not be allowed in the future,
Councilman Herbort said that in the minutes of the November 3, 2004 meeting CEO Dutch Achenbach was told about funds available for abandoned property and an inventory should be taken.  She then asked again about water on 812 Platte and notification of past due water bills.  “Mac” again explained what had been done and how it was done.
Public Works Director “Mac” McPherson said the bids would be let for Poison Spider in July.  Councilman Cogdill asked if the dates for traffic disruption could be in the newsletter. 
Councilman Cogdill said that state statutes require a list of paid vouchers to be added to the minutes of the meeting when they were paid and they must be completed in 12 days and posted in two designated places for 10 days.  Councilman Herbort said that after the July 2002 meeting the bills were not listed.  

Town Planner Mayana Roberg said she had a vacation and replat making 2 lots into 4 for Andreen Hunt.  A building permit was issued without proper site plans, etc and a cease and desist order was given for a building already started. The plans and replat are on the

agenda for tonight’s meeting after a extra Planning and Zoning meeting April 5.

Councilman Herbort asked about Jay Nelson’s application for a business license that had been tabled.  Mr. Nelson was told at the meeting to get in touch with Town Planner Mayana Roberg and she would help him with the necessary paperwork.  Ms. Roberg said he has not been in contact with her.  Mayor Lavering said he had come to her home and she had told him to talk to Ms. Roberg.
Councilman Herbort asked about the server license with Adbay (website).  Allen Lavering updates the site.  Councilman Cogdill asked about having the forms used by the CEO/Building Inspector on the website. Mayor Lavering will check and see if there is room on the server.
Councilman Herbort asked if the ice slicer building was paid for. It is.

Shawn Gustafson said he and “Mac” had drafted a letter of concern to DEQ regarding the new well.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:00.
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                         Tanise M Lavering, Mayor
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